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Session 4 
 

Session 3 Review 
 

In session 3 we saw that Ruth took further initiative to approach Boaz (under the advice of Naomi) to 

redeem Naomi. 

Before she approaches Boaz she: 

 

1. Washes herself.  

2. Anoints herself. 

3. Puts on her best garments. 

4. Submits herself to him. 

Ruth’s preparation to meet her “redeemer” is an apt illustration of our preparation to meet our true 

redeemer Jesus the Christ.   

 

We also see further proof of Boaz’s noble character in that he: 

1. Deals kindly with Ruth even though she startles him. 

2. He is honest with herby explaining that there is another closer relative. 

3. He blesses her for her kindness to Naomi and gives her a generous portion of provision. 

4. He protects her character by ensuring that she leaves the threshing floor before others saw that 

she was there. 

5. He promises to fulfill his duty as long as the other relative does not or is not able to. In fact his 

actions initiate the redemption process (see chapter 4). 
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Learning Points v. 1-13 
Boaz immediately went about his duty the right way 
 
To properly complete the transaction Boaz had to: 
 
1)  Go to the rightful place to conduct business 
He went to the “gate” and sat down where the relative who was closer “happened” to pass by. 
 
The gates of the city held more significance than being passageways into or out of the city or village. 
The gates were meetings places, markets and even a place of judgement similar to a court where 
judgements and legal transactions can be made (see Deut. 21:18–21; 2 Sam. 15:2; Job 29:7). 
 
2) Gather suitable witnesses  
He gathered the elders of the city. These elders played a significant role in Jewish culture even in the 
new Testament although they vary from the elders described in Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus 
(see 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). These elders were the “city elders” who would preside over legal 
matters3. 
 
3) Be able and willing to pay the price of redemption 
 
Boaz fully explained the scenario according to the law (Leviticus 25:23-34) to the relative and 
indicated that he was willing and able to redeem the land if the relative did not want to. 
 
There was however a custom (not law) where the wife of the deceased was also married to carry on 
the name; this may have been a mixing of different commands (Leviticus 25 does not have anything 
to do with Deuteronomy 25:5-10). 
 
Ruth was the widow of Mahlon; it may have been that the property may have passed to Mahlon but 
as he died, it would have transferred to Naomi who was determined to sell it. 
 
The scenario illustrated here is similar to the redemption of mankind through Christ: 
 
1)  Go to the rightful place to conduct business – Christ had to go to Jerusalem to be crucified (Luke 
13:33; Matthew 27:33). 
 
2) Gather suitable witnesses – Christ death had to be done in a certain way (John 12:32-33) and all 
the people were witnesses including those who condemned him (Matthew 27:54; Acts 2:36-37). 
 
3) Be able and willing to pay the price of redemption – Christ was the only one who was able to pay 
the price (Revelation 5:1-10; Hebrews 9:13-15) and he was willing (Matthew 26:37-39; Philippians 
2:5-8). 
 
 
 

 
3https://digitalcommons.pepperdine.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2008&context=leaven#:~:text=brings%20thi
s%20out.,(Titus%201%3A6). 
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The other relative was willing to redeem the property but not to marry Ruth 
 
He did not want to jeopardize his inheritance by marrying Ruth.  
 
It may have been that: 
 
- He already had children who were to be heirs; if he produced children with Ruth those children 
would also have a claim thus jeopardizing the claim of his existing heirs. 
 
-He may not have wanted to marry a Moabite woman as this was discouraged and frowned upon by 
Israelites; It may have been that he would not have been able to claim his inheritance if he married a 
gentile. 
 

Learning Points v. 13-22 
Out of adversity and loss came a new life 
 
Throughout this book we see changes in Naomi’s mindset: 
 
At the beginning of the chapter we saw Naomi having a bitter mindset (Ruth 1:20-21) which then 
changed into blessed mindset (Ruth 2:19-20). This then evolved into a hopeful mindset (Ruth 3:18) 
and finally transformed into a triumphantly renewed mindset (Ruth 4:14-16). 
 
We also see changes in Ruth’s life: 
“The book of Ruth also illustrates the believer’s deepening relationship with the Lord. In chapter 1, 
Ruth doesn’t even know that Boaz exists. In chapter 2, Ruth is a poor laborer, gleaning in the field of 
Boaz and receiving his gifts. To her, Boaz is only a mighty man of wealth who shows kindness to her. 
The turning point is in chapter 3 where Ruth yields herself at the feet of Boaz and believes his 
promises. The result is recorded in chapter 4: Ruth is no longer a poor gleaner, for now she has Boaz, 
and everything he owns belongs to her. Too many of God’s people are content to live in chapter 2, 
picking up the leftovers and doing the best they can in their difficult situation. They want God’s gifts, 
but they don’t want a deeper communion with God.4” 
 
 

The genealogy of Jesus the Christ includes some of the most unexpected persons 
 
Four women are mentioned in the lineage of Jesus in Matthew and Luke – Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, 
Bathsheba; 
 
Matthew 1:1-17 and Luke 3:23-38 lists the genealogy of the Messiah with some noticeable 
differences. 
 
Matthew gave his legal lineage as Joseph was Jesus’ father legally; Matthew’s audience was the Jews 
so Jesus’ legal claim was important to them; 
 

 
4 Wiersbe, Warren W.. Be Committed (Ruth & Esther): Doing God's Will Whatever the Cost: Doing God's Will 
Whatever the Cost: OT Commentary Ruth/Esther (The BE Series Commentary) (pp. 71-72). David C Cook. Kindle 
Edition. 
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Luke gave his biological lineage as Mary was his mother biologically; Luke’s intended audience was 
the Greeks and gentiles who loved knowledge and Luke’s focus was on Jesus’ universal appeal to all of 
humanity. 
 
It is important to note however that both listings (Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38) have a common 
nexus point with King David. 
 
The book of Ruth ends with the birth of David’s grandfather, Obed, signifying this book’s 
importance not just as Jewish history but as part of the overall story of the Bible. 
 
The book of Ruth therefore highlights that: 
1) God’s mercy and grace is extended to all ash He accepts everyone into His plan 
2) God is willing and able to turn adversity, grief and loss into blessedness, triumph and joy 
3) Even in the most unlikely circumstances that God is still working His plan for all of mankind’s 
benefit 
4) God can and will use your adversity, once you take initiative and trust him, to bless you and others 
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Questions for Discussion 
 

1. After reading the book of Ruth, please describe what redemption means to you?5  

2. How is Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer in the book of Ruth, a picture of Christ?  

3. What are some similarities between Ruth, the bride of Boaz, and the church, the bride of Christ? 

4. How does God’s treatment of Ruth show His grace and power? 

5. The women of the village celebrate the birth of Obed as though he is Naomi’s son, why do you 

think they do so? 

6. This story ends with showing the linkage between Ruth and King David, do you think that this 

book is necessary to be included in the Bible, and why? 

 

Application 
 

The book of Ruth provides us with a wonderful example of God’s grace not just to the children of Israel 

in the Old Testament but also to gentiles. Ruth is one of four women who appear in the genealogy of the 

Messiah (see Matthew 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38) which involved “questionable” circumstances. These four 

(4) women are: Rahab (was a prostitute; see Joshua 2); Tamar (conceived with her Father-in-Law; see 

Genesis 38); Ruth (she was a Moabite who was usually an enemy of Israel, to be excluded from the 

congregation and not to be married; see Exodus 34:12-16; 1 Kings 11:1-8; 1 Samuel 14:47; 2 Samuel 

8:2; Deuteronomy 23:3–6); and Bathsheba (committed adultery with Kind David who had her husband 

killed; see 2 Samuel 11,12);  

 

Write a letter to an eighteen (18) year old man/woman who has been convicted of manslaughter and 

sentenced to twenty (20) years in prison. In this letter, reflect upon your own personal experiences and 

the story of the book of Ruth along with the persons identified in the paragraph above, to inspire this 

young person to live a better life for Christ. 

 

 
5 Wiersbe, Warren W.. Be Committed (Ruth & Esther): Doing God's Will Whatever the Cost: Doing God's Will 
Whatever the Cost: OT Commentary Ruth/Esther (The BE Series Commentary) (p. 70). David C Cook. Kindle Edition. 
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